
 Geelong forward Ryan Gamble enjoys the Shell Cats Heroes Series with children from Corio Primary School.
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Shell Supports Tute Group 
in the Northern Suburbs 

Geelong Cats players have participated in the 
fifth anniversary of the Shell Cats Heroes Series 
for northern suburbs primary school students.  

Through the programme the players delivered 
positive messages about health and fitness, 
teamwork and above always, “having a go”. 
By presenting these healthy messages in a fun 
and interactive manner, they gave the children 
an insight into life as an AFL footballer.  

Some local doctors, continually concerned by 
the decline in children’s physical activity 
leading to increased childhood obesity figures, 
echoed the programme’s relevance. 

Dr Mark Kennedy, Chairman of the Health and 
Wellbeing sub-committee of Corio Norlane 
Development Advisory Board (and Shell CAP 
member), said: “We know that obesity in 

childhood is associated with increased rates of 
heart disease and diabetes in adulthood. It is 
becoming increasingly important to break this 
cycle by actively promoting messages about 
healthy lifestyles to children of all ages.” 

Shell’s Communications Advisor Jessica 
Marriner said: “As a premier sponsor of the 
club we were delighted to work with the 
Geelong Cats again for this unique event, 
enriching the education of students from the 
northern suburbs.” 

“After five years of this collaboration, nearly a 
thousand local children have benefited from 
this amazing opportunity,” she said.

Children excited to complete their 
homework? The concept sounds 
extraordinary but that’s what students from 
Corio and Corio South Primary Schools 
said about Tute Group – The Bethany Shell 
Homework Club during a launch to celebrate 
the programme’s new name and principal 
supporter, Shell Geelong Refinery.

Tute Group is an early intervention 
programme supporting disadvantaged 
children and refugee children in the northern 
suburbs to complete their homework. 

The refinery is supporting Tute Group 
between 2009-2011 as part of its social 
investment programme.

Bethany Community Support CEO, Grant 
Boyd, said Tute Group supports the children 
by providing assistance through weekly 
clubs to help them with their homework 
and assist them to transition successfully 
to secondary school.

“The clubs provide a structured and fun 
learning environment where sessions are 
tailored to the specific needs and educational 
requirements of each child,” said Grant.

Deakin University’s third and fourth year 
Faculty of Education students provide tutoring. 
However, Bethany is always looking for 
additional volunteers. If you would like 
to register your interest please contact: 
Tel (03) 5278 8122  
or email bfs@bethany.org.au
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Shell’s Employee Community Grants Committee 
is pleased to announce six local organisations 
received a total of $22,500 for the first grant 
allocation in 2009.

Successful applicants included:

•  �Geelong Regional Library  
– Children’s Week Literary Explosion;

•  �Flinders Peak Secondary College  
– Lego robotics programme;

•  �William Hovell Preschool  
– Sustainable garden project;

•  �Norlane High School  
– Baby Think It Over programme;

•  �Flinders Avenue Tuesday Playgroup  
– Artificial lawn for Flinders Avenue Tuesday 
playgroup; and,

•  �Midnight Basketball  
– Geelong basketball competition for youth.

Twice a year, the committee awards grants of up to $5,000 to local not-for-profit 
organisations for initiatives focusing on Geelong’s northern suburbs in three categories: 
health and wellbeing, education and care for the environment. 

The next round of applications closes October 31, 2009. If you are interested in 
applying, details and application forms are available at www.shell.com.au/geelong

The grants committee awarded $5,000 towards the Midnight Basketball programme. Pictured from left to right: 
Mick De Wit, Acting Employee Grants Committee Chairman; Brad Roberts, Stadium Manager Sport & 
Recreation CoGG; Andrew Brittain, Leading Senior Constable Victoria Police. 

Employee 
Community 
Grants Awarded 
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SHELL BACKS PLAY FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT
Along with unveiling a new programme name and logo, Glastonbury 
Child & Family Services earlier this year announced Shell Geelong 
Refinery as the principal supporter for its highly regarded PLAY 
programme (Parents Learning Actively with Youngsters). 

The PLAYconnect programme is for parents with children aged from 
birth to four years. It assists children in achieving developmental 
milestones by coaching parents in how to play and learn with 
their child.

Glastonbury CEO, Gabrielle Nagle, said the three-year funding would 
allow the organisation to provide a valuable service in the Corio/
Norlane area.

“Our PLAYconnect programme provides families with the tools they 
need to make a difference in their own lives,” said Gabrielle. 

“Through Shell’s generous support, our programme will help children 
develop strong foundations for learning,” she said.

Shell Geelong Refinery Communications Manager, Joan McGovern, 
said the company is proud to support PLAYconnect as part of its social 
investment programme.

“A recently published evaluation of the PLAY programme reinforces the 
extent of outcomes that can be achieved, with improvements in family 
relationships, linkage to other services, employment as a mentor and 
involvement in further training all showing significant increases by the 
end of the programme,” said Joan.

Further information on PLAYconnect can be found by visiting 
www.glastonbury.org.au

Tute Group coordinator, Cathy Clarke, and children from 
Corio Primary School, give homework clubs the thumbs up!

From left to right: Majella Hoare (Glastonbury), Joan McGovern (Shell Geelong Refinery), 
Sheryl Nott (PLAYconnect), Richard Marles MP and Nick Collins (Glastonbury)
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