
25-YEAR-OLD  BUSINESS WOMAN FROM WOLVERHAMPTON NAMED YOUNG  

ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR 2010 

- Freelance Training and Consultancy wins £10,000 cash prize & national recognition - 

A 25-year-old entrepreneur from Wolverhampton last night won the coveted title of Shell 

LiveWIRE Young Entrepreneur of the Year 2010, walking away with a no-strings-attached 

£10,000 cash injection for her business, Freelance Training and Consultancy. 

 

Jessica Grosvenor received the award, which recognises and celebrates the achievements 

of the UK’s finest young entrepreneurs, in recognition of the success of her business, 

Freelance Training and Consultancy, which provides bespoke training packages to college 

students, teachers and nurses. 

 

Jessica started Freelance Training and Consultancy in April this year, in initially to help 

people who’ve been made redundant retrain to find a new job. Within six months Jessica 

had secured contracts worth £1.4 million.  The company now offers a huge range of training, 

including courses which help 16-18 year olds gain access to education and jobs by offering 

government-funded NVQs and technical certificates, in addition to functional skills like 

Maths, English and ICT. The business also provides teacher development qualifications and 

end-of-life-care training to nurses of hospices, private care homes and support services.  

 

Freelance training and consultancy has already gained invaluable support from 

Wolverhampton City Council, local nursing homes, local colleges and universities. 

  

On winning the award Jessica said: “It’s a huge honour to have been awarded the title of 

Shell LiveWIRE Young Entrepreneur of the year and brilliant to have my business successes 

recognised. The £10,000 cash injection will enable me to develop hairdressing and 

healthcare academies. They will be real businesses where people can learn and develop 

their new skills but they will be open out of office hours, helping people to gain new 

qualifications whilst still having an income.  

 

“The UK is filled with aspiring entrepreneurs and I’d like to encourage them to use support 

networks like Shell LiveWIRE to help them achieve their business ambitions.”  

 

Jessica fought off strong competition from across the UK in the eight-strong final from 

entrepreneurial talent spanning a range of sectors including farming, medicine and e-

commerce.  



 

James Smith, Chairman of Shell UK, said: “Entrepreneurs can breathe new life into our 

economy.  The Shell LiveWIRE Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award provides a vital 

boost to entrepreneurs across the country. I wish Jessica and all the other finalists the very 

best of luck.” 

 

Mark Prisk MP, Minister for Business and Enterprise, who gave a keynote speech at the 

awards, said:  “As someone who ran his own business, I am always encouraged when 

young people start up successful businesses.  

 

"We need to bring out the enterprising spirit in everyone across the country. That's why I am 

delighted to support the awards. Congratulations to Jessica and also to all the finalists. I am 

sure they will inspire many more young people to become their own boss." 

 

Established in 1982, Shell LiveWIRE is one of Britain’s longest-running youth enterprise 

awards schemes. In addition to the £10,000 Young Entrepreneur of the Year award, Shell 

LiveWIRE runs Grand Ideas Awards, where up to five £1,000 awards are given every month 

to very early-stage businesses.   

 

Shell LiveWIRE offers online resources for start-ups such as business toolkits, a discussion 

forum where members can put questions to experts in every field, and essential guides to 

market research and legal information. The Shell LiveWIRE international social network now 

has 110,000 members and is growing every day. 

 

The runners up of Shell LiveWIRE Young Entrepreneur of the Year were: 

 

• Jannen Vamadeva  from London: Anytime Doctor, which provides patients with 

online consultations and postal treatment for minor medical conditions 

• Christopher Baker-Brian, Mohammad Mansoor Hamayun and Laurent Van 

Houcke from Macclesfield: BBOXX Ltd, which supplies renewable energy to 

developing countries such as Rwanda, where only six percent of the population has 

access to electricity 

• Charmaine Kemp from Kent: Wheelie Good Mobility, which is a used mobility 

scooter business designed to help the elderly and disabled buy mobility scooters at 

reduced prices 



• William Allingham from Garrison: Allingham QUADCRATE, which allows farmers 

to carry livestock across rough or steep terrain on the back of a quad bike  

• Tom Allason from London: Shutl, which can make consumer deliveries in as little 

as 90 minutes 

• Micheal Holliday and Chris Hall from Scotland: Roots Design Workshop, which 

provides green architectural design  

• Nick Proctor from Buckinghamshire: Amber Energy Consultants Ltd which 

works with businesses to manage, and reduce their business energy costs. 

 
- ends – 

 

For further information, images or interviews, please contact Sally Aldous or Shenel 

Otkay at Blue Rubicon on 020 7260 2700 or email shellsi@bluerubicon.com 

Notes to editors 

1. The Shell LiveWIRE Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award UK Final was held on 

the 13th October at 15 Hatfields, London SE1 8DL (www.15hatfields.com) 

2. The Shell LiveWIRE Young Entrepreneur of the Year Awards were hosted by James 

Smith, Chairman, Shell UK. The awards were judged by: 

• Duncan Bannatyne OBE  Dragon’s Den and owner of Bannatyne Health Clubs 

• Simon Dolan    SJD Accountancy / 'The Twitter investor' 

• Emma Jones    Enterprise Nation 

• Professor Sara Carter  Hunter Centre for Entrepreneurship 

• Josie Emberton   UnLtd / Live UnLtd 

• Robert Matthams   Shiply.com 

• Hermione Way   Newspepper / Techfluff.TV 

• Alex Mitchell    Institute of Directors 

• Melanie Lane    General Manager UK Retail, Shell 

 

3. As part of the Award celebrations, Shell LiveWIRE also held LIVE! a free event for 

young entrepreneurs to network, share ideas and learn how to maximise their 

business potential. Nearly 100 young entrepreneurs took part in speed networking, 

and explored topics such as marketing, how to get their company investment ready, 

working from home, funding sources for social enterprises, how to win competitions 

and how to get the most out of social media. They had the chance to pose questions 

to experts including: 

 

• Sir Tom Farmer, Keynote Speaker - Founder of Kwit-Fit 

• Doug Richards - School for Startups 

• Emma Jones - Enterprise Nation  



• George Whitehead - NESTA  

• Ian Shipman - Angels Den  

• Josie Emberton  - Live UnLtd 

• Modwenna Rees-Mogg  - AngelNews 

• Neil Wilkins - Viper Marketing 

• Penny Power – Ecademy 

• Robert Matthams - Shiply.com  

• Simon Dolan, SJD Accountancy 

 

4. For further information about the Shell LiveWIRE LIVE! event please visit: 

http://www.shell-livewire.org/business-library/shell-livewire-events/shell-livewire-

live/programme/ 

 

 

Shell runs local community relations activity with organisations local to our 

operations. Shell also runs a series of nationwide social investment programmes.  

These are:  

• Shell LiveWIRE, one of Britain’s longest-running youth enterprise awards schemes, 
supports, advises and rewards young entrepreneurs. A 110,000 strong international 
network of users receive tailored information and advice whilst helping them build 
relationships and understand the challenges faced by their peers. Up to six Shell 
LiveWIRE Grand Ideas awards of £1,000 are given to start-up businesses every month. 
The Shell LiveWIRE Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award of £10,000 has been 
running since 1982 and continues to recognise and celebrate outstanding young 
entrepreneurs in the UK. Shell LiveWIRE has awarded a total of £5 million to young 
entrepreneurs since launching in 1982 
 

• Shell Education Service provides a series of unique, interactive physical science 
workshops to over 60,000 young children a year.  Workshops are designed to support 
directly the UK curricula in over 600 hundred primary schools, benefitting both the pupils 
and teachers. The Shell Education Service also organises science days for local 
communities and trainee teachers, building their confidence and skills in teaching 
science.  Shell has supported this programme for over 50 years. 

 

• Shell Springboard provides a financial boost to innovative, low carbon business ideas 
from across the UK. Since 2005, around 130 businesses have faced independent 
judging panels and 43 have been awarded £20-£40,000.  In total over £1.6 million has 
been awarded to these businesses, with no strings attached. Through Shell Springboard, 
Shell supports small to medium sized enterprises in the UK with innovative ideas to seize 
the commercial opportunities presented by climate change. 

 

For more information, see www.shell.co.uk/socialinvestment  

 


