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 It increases distance from currently occupied housing as it is twice as far from currently 
occupied houses than the previously approved route.  Construction of the proposed pipeline 
development will result in the removal from use of two houses within the existing settlement of 
Ros Dumhach (Rossport).  One property is a habitable house, which has been vacant for the 
past three years.  The second house is semi-derelict and unfit for human habitation.  It has not 
been lived in for more than twenty years. Arrangements have been made for both properties 
to remain unoccupied for as long as the pipeline is operational. 

 The proposed route avoids long crossings of Sruwaddacon Bay.  It is proposed to micro-
tunnel underneath Sruwaddacon Bay, which will minimise disturbance to the bay and reduce 
the potential for environmental impacts. 

 The proposed route traverses mainly disturbed and cutover bog along the southwest periphery 
of the Glenamoy Bog Complex cSAC thus minimising potential for impact on this site.  
Furthermore, specialised construction methods have been developed to install the pipeline 
with minimal impact on blanket bog. 

 The proposed route retains the previous landfall at Gleann an Ghad (Glengad), which is 
known to be environmentally acceptable and compatible with the offshore pipeline design. 

Having reviewed the alternative routes available, Route C1 was selected above the alternative routes 
as it satisfactorily addresses the community, environmental and technical criteria.  The previously 
approved route is no longer considered to be the optimum route, as it does not meet the requirements 
for increased separation from local housing recommended by Cassells. 

In every respect, the route now proposed addresses the issues raised by the community.   

View East from southern side of Sruwaddacon Bay from public road. 

As a result of field surveys undertaken during 2008, two minor realignments were made to the pipeline 
route, which was selected earlier that year. These realignments were made to avoid sensitive habitats 
in the Rossport commonage. 
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7 CONSTRUCTION METHODOLOGIES 

The construction methods to be used for the onshore gas pipeline have been selected to prevent 
and/or minimise the potential for impact on the receiving environment along the proposed route. 

It is estimated that it will take approximately twelve months to construct the Corrib Onshore Pipeline. 
The gas pipeline together with services and outfall pipeline will be laid underground at a minimum 
depth of cover of 1.2m in accordance with specified national and international codes of practice. These 
will be constructed and laid at the same time within the same trench. The construction of the offshore 
section of the pipeline is planned to take place in advance of the construction of the Landfall Valve 
Installation. 

A number of activities must take place prior to construction of the onshore gas pipeline. These include 
consultation and liaison with landowners, statutory bodies and the public.  Pre-construction surveys 
will comprise ground investigations, environmental surveys and archaeological testing required to 
support the construction process.  Such pre-construction surveys are standard practice for 
infrastructural projects. 

In general, construction activities on land will be carried out within a temporary working area (which in 
most areas is 40m wide) along the pipeline route. The various stages of construction include: 

 Mobilisation of contractor i.e. compound set up, pre construction preparatory works; 

 Fencing off of temporary working area; 

 Topsoil stripping; 

 Pipe stringing, bending and welding; 

 Excavation of trenches and installation of pipeline, services and outfall pipeline into trench; 

 Backfilling of trench;  

 Reinstatement of temporary working area; and  

 Removal of fencing. 

Specialised construction techniques will be required for the two crossings of Sruwaddacon Bay and 
areas of blanket bog to minimise the potential for environmental impact.  

For construction in designated and/or intact sections of blanket bog, the top living layer of bog will be 
removed to a depth of approximately 50cm before construction.  These sections known as turves will 
then be put aside and preserved until reinstatement.  A stone road will then be constructed in which 
the pipeline and services will be installed.  The bog will then be reinstated using the preserved turves. 

Micro-tunnelling methods will be used to install the pipeline, services etc. under both crossings of 
Sruwaddacon Bay.  This method, which will involve the drilling of a 1.4 – 1.8m diameter tunnel 
underneath the bay, is designed to minimise surface disturbance during construction.  

To facilitate micro-tunnelling, a temporary launch pit and a reception pit will be set up at opposite sides 
of the bay (see Figure 11).  In the event of a problem being encountered during tunnelling e.g. a large 
boulder obstructs the tunnelling process it may be required to install a small temporary intervention pit 
in the bay to resolve the issue. This pit would only be installed after other measures to remove the 
obstruction (e.g. internal access to the tunnel by skilled personnel) were attempted.  Although detailed 
design and further site investigations will minimise the risk of such problems, a low level of risk of 
encountering such problems will remain during the works.  All work will be undertaken with prior 
agreement from National Parks & Wildlife Service of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and 
Local Government and the North Western Regional Fisheries Board. 
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Upon completion of construction, a 14m wide permanent wayleave will remain in place for the lifetime 
of the pipeline, except in blanket bog where a 20m wide permanent wayleave will be required to 
accommodate the stone road.  

Testing and commissioning of the onshore gas pipeline will begin once it is mechanically complete. 
Testing will be carried out in accordance with relevant industry standards.  

The mobilisation of construction plant and personnel and the delivery and removal of materials will 
generate the bulk of traffic associated with the project. As pipeline construction proceeds, associated 
traffic will move in tandem with construction activities along the temporary working area. If the 
temporary working area cannot be used for access, the public road network will provide access to the 
works. However, in certain locations temporary haul roads (approximately 6-8m wide) will be required 
to allow the movement of construction traffic between the main access route (public road) and the 
temporary working area, with the agreement of the owner/occupier of the land before construction 
commences.  All temporary access roads and temporary construction facilities will be removed once 
construction is complete and the land will be reinstated. 

To ensure that environmental considerations are adequately covered, an Environmental Management 
Plan (EMP) will be prepared for the construction of the proposed development.  The implementation of 
this plan will ensure that preventative and management measures identified in this EIS will be applied 
throughout the construction phase and ensure that all environmental effects associated with the 
proposed development are avoided or minimised.  Prior to construction, detailed construction method 
statements will be prepared and agreed with the appropriate authorities.  

Reinstatement taking place on section of pipeline in Co. Galway (Gas Pipeline to the West). 
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8 THE HUMAN ENVIRONMENT 

8.1 COMMUNITY AND SOCIO ECONOMIC  

Construction of the proposed development will cause temporary disturbance locally, but will also 
provide employment and positive benefits. 

Human beings clearly comprise one of the most important elements of the ‘environment’, and any 
potential impact on human beings by a development proposal must therefore be comprehensively 
addressed. The principal concern in this respect is that human beings experience no significant 
reduction in ‘quality of life’ as a consequence of the construction and operation of a proposed 
development. There is also the consideration of a ‘sense of place’ and attachment to local culture and 
heritage which the project should not damage. 

The National Deprivation Index 2007, which provides an index for national health and health services 
research based on 2006 Census data, confirms that over the last ten years, the Iorras (Erris) area is 
one of the areas of the State that has experienced the highest levels of material deprivation.  The 
construction phase of the overall Corrib Gas Field Development, of which the proposed onshore 
pipeline development comprises one element, will generate direct peak construction employment of 
approximately 800 personnel, some 120 to 140 of whom will be employed on the onshore pipeline.  
This primarily construction-related employment will be available to suitably qualified members of the 
local workforce. The proposed development will also indirectly benefit or consolidate employment in 
local support industries including building suppliers, caterers, general retail and accommodation. The 
potential impact during both construction and operation is therefore considered to be significant and 
positive in socio-economic terms.  In addition, a principal element of the overall project will be the 
ongoing implementation of a social investment plan, a major programme of community gain that will 
occur in addition to the socio-economic benefits arising from construction and operation of the overall 
gas field development. 

A Community Liaison Officer based in the RPS Project Office in Béal an Mhuirthead (Belmullet) will be 
available to liaise with the community and address any concerns throughout the construction phase of 
the proposed development. 

Road signage in Irish indicating a Gaeltacht region. 
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8.2 TRAFFIC 

A Traffic Impact Assessment was undertaken to assess the impact of the proposed development on 
the local road network. 

The R314 regional road, which links Béal an Mhuirthead (Belmullet) to Ballycastle, runs along to the 
south of the proposed development.  All other roads in the immediate vicinity of the proposed route are 
of local road status and provide linkages to villages such as Ros Dumhach (Rossport), Ceathrú 
Thaidhg (Carrowteige), Port Durlainne (Porturlin), An tInbhear (Inver), Na hEachú (Aghoos), Gleann 
na Muaidhe (Glenamoy) and Poll an tSómais (Pollatomish). 

The only traffic impact associated with the proposed development will be during the construction 
stage. The highest number of traffic movements is associated with the earthwork activities (haulage of 
stone and peat) and the delivery of materials and equipment.  There will also be construction site 
personnel movements.  The operational stage will have minimal traffic movements with only 
maintenance checks required periodically.   

A Traffic Management Plan, which will be subject to detailed consultation with Mayo County Council 
will be put in place to ensure minimal impact on local people and activities. 

Surveys have been carried out of the proposed construction haul route which indicated areas where 
preventative and ongoing maintenance works are likely to be required, during the construction phase. 
Road width constraints have also been identified in Ros Dumhach (Rossport) and Gleann an Ghad 
(Glengad), and a managed convoy haulage system is planned for such areas. These measures have 
been discussed with Mayo Co. Co. as part of the pre-application consultation process. The costs of 
any repair and maintenance works of the haul route, during the construction phase, will be borne by 
the developer. 

8.3 AIR QUALITY  

The air quality in the area is very good, with pollutant levels well below the relevant air quality 
standards. 

There will be no direct impacts on local air quality as a result of the operation of the proposed 
development.  

During construction the main impacts on air quality will be from traffic/plant fumes and dust, however 
these will be temporary in nature.  Exhaust emissions will arise from road traffic and construction plant.  
Construction activities such as excavations, earth moving, reinstatement and construction traffic may 
generate dust.  However, the generation of dust is generally associated with dry weather. 

In order to minimise construction dust and emissions a series of measures and good working practices 
will be implemented as part of a Environmental Management Plan and Traffic Management Plan.  

8.4 CLIMATE 

There will be no direct impacts on climate as a result of the operation of the proposed Corrib Onshore 
Pipeline development. 

Emissions with the potential to cause climate change will arise from activities during the construction 
of the proposed development including fuel consumption during the transport of materials and carbon 
losses from peat removal.  However, the contribution of greenhouse gas emissions arising from the 
construction of the onshore pipeline in the context of the national emission levels will be negligible. 

8.5 NOISE AND VIBRATION 

The area of the proposed development is rural and sparsely populated resulting in low baseline noise 
level, especially at night. A noise monitoring survey was undertaken to quantify the existing noise 
environment at a number of locations along the proposed pipeline route and haulage route.  In 
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general, the main contributing noise sources along the pipeline and haulage routes included wind 
borne noise, birdsong, ocean noise and intermittent traffic.   

There will be no noise and vibration impacts during the operational phase of the development.  

Elevated noise and vibration impacts above the existing baseline levels will arise from construction 
traffic and construction activities associated with the proposed development but these will be 
temporary in nature.  Construction traffic associated with the haulage of peat and stone is the main 
source of noise and vibration along the haulage route, but again this will be a temporary impact.  

In order to minimise noise and vibration during construction, a series of measures and good working 
practices will be implemented as part of the Environmental Management Plan for the construction 
phase.  In addition, a programme of noise and vibration monitoring at sensitive receptors (i.e. those 
dwellings and buildings, which may experience noise/vibration effects) will be detailed prior to works 
beginning.  This will allow for ongoing review of noise and vibration levels generated by the 
construction works and will highlight the need for further mitigation measures should they be required. 

8.6 LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT 

The predominant landscape in this region is a gently undulating rounded grassland landscape that is 
extremely open due to the lack of topographical features and tall vegetation.  The landscape has a 
smooth appearance that offers extensive and panoramic views along the coast and bays.  The 
proximity to the coast results in an exposed and rugged landscape.  High rounded upland hills of Dún 
Ceartáin (Dooncarton) and Cnoc an Ghairtéil (Garter Hill) sweep down to the coast in dramatic fashion 
and provide an attractive background for views across bays and inlets.   

The County Road (L1202) around Dún Ceartáin (Dooncarton) from the R314 at Barr na Trá (Barnatra) 
to a point approximately 2 km west of the R314 at Béal an Ghoile Theas (Bellagelly South) overlooking 
Broadhaven Bay and Sruwaddacon Bay is designated as a scenic route.  A series of protected views 
are also designated along the Scenic routes. 

As the gas pipeline, services and outfall pipeline will be buried throughout its length there will be no 
permanent impact on the landscape.   

The proposed Landfall Valve Installation (LVI) at Gleann an Ghad (Glengad) will contain above ground 
features.  However, the careful siting of the installation at reduced ground levels, results in low levels 
of change to the landscape. The landscape in which the facility is located is expansive, a fact that also 
helps to reduce the potential landscape impact of the new features. There will be no significant visual 
impacts for properties with a potential view across the location of the Landfall Valve Installation.   

Works associated with the construction and reinstatement phases will result in potential impacts but 
these will be confined to the construction and reinstatement phases.  Measures for careful 
reinstatement will be put in place to minimise such impacts. 

8.7 MATERIAL ASSETS 

No future building development will be permitted in the 14m wide wayleave along the route. In blanket 
bog there will be a 20m wide permanent wayleave to accommodate the stone road.  The impact on 
agriculture will generally be limited to the construction period and the season or two thereafter. An 
Agricultural Liaison Officer will communicate with landowners/occupiers on agricultural issues that may 
arise during the construction phase. 

There will be localised permanent loss of areas for harvesting peat and timber within the 20m 
permanent wayleave.  Landowners/shareholders of commonage will be compensated for the loss. 

An assessment of the development potential of the study area has been carried out.  The development 
potential is the potential for an area both to accommodate new development, primarily residential 
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development, and also the potential to secure a Grant of Planning Permission for such proposed 
development.  It is considered that development potential along the route of the proposed onshore 
pipeline is extremely limited. The 14m wide pipeline wayleave (and 20m wayleave in the blanket bog) 
will by necessity constitute a development exclusion zone for the lifetime of the operation of the 
pipeline. In addition, design safety requirements mean that no construction can occur within 3m of the 
gas pipeline. This requirement for a consistent development exclusion zone will primarily impact upon 
existing roadside plots along the northern side of the coast road which occur within the corridor of the 
permanent wayleave. This will result in a slight impact. 
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9 THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

9.1 TERRESTRIAL ENVIRONMENT 

The main habitats to occur along the route are lowland blanket bog (largely dominated by old cutover 
and areas which have also been adversely affected by overgrazing and subsequent erosion), 
coniferous forestry and agricultural grassland.  Whilst the areas of agricultural grassland and 
coniferous forestry encountered along the routes are of relatively low ecological value, habitats such 
as lowland blanket bog, estuary, intertidal and salt marsh have a high ecological value and are EU 
Annex I listed habitats i.e. they are protected by the EU Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC.  In addition, 
intact blanket bog is an EU priority Annex I listed Habitat and occurs within and outside the cSAC 
along the proposed route.   

There will be some loss of habitat on the footprint of the Landfall Valve Installation, but this will be 
located in an area of improved agricultural grassland of low ecological value.  There will be no other 
impacts on terrestrial ecology during the operational phase of the development.  

Habitats will be impacted during construction of the pipeline but with successful reinstatement there 
will be no long-term impacts.  The area of blanket bog within the Glenamoy Bog Complex cSAC that 
would be disturbed during construction of the pipeline is confined to a narrow corridor and is localised 
in the context of the overall area of the designated site as a whole and close to the site’s boundary.   

Blanket Bog in the vicinity of Ros Dumhach (Rossport). 

The vertebrate fauna of the area are typical of the various habitats, with a good representation of 
common and ubiquitous species including otter, badger, hedgehog, wood mouse, pygmy shrew and 
Irish stoat.  Of the mammals, the otter is of particular note (an Annex II species (EU Habitats 
Directive), and is also listed in the Red Data Book, which lists information on rare and threatened 
species) and is known to be present along all coastal habitats and also inland in the area.  Otters and 
other mammals can be relatively tolerant of disturbance, but will be affected by the construction of the 
pipeline scheme in the short term.  
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In order to avoid and minimise impacts on these animals, specific mitigation measures will be 
incorporated into the design of the construction works.  These will include monitoring of vegetation 
clearance in areas of dense scrub.  

Vegetation clearance and reinstatement of working areas will be subject to method statements, 
implementation of which will be directed by the project ecologist and supervised by a full time 
Environmental Officer.  Monitoring of habitats and species will be carried out during construction and 
after reinstatement. 

A total of 46 bird species have been recorded in studies of the Sruwaddacon Bay area. None of the 
species recorded exceeded the threshold of nationally important numbers (i.e. 1% of the estimated 
national population). A total of 47 species have been found by terrestrial based studies in the area of 
the proposed route. Overall, bird diversity and abundance is considered to be low.  

Given the narrow width of the temporary working area during construction on land, the proposed 
mitigation measures and the availability of similar habitats to those that will be directly affected, there 
will be no significant effects on the wider local bird community. 

In the long term there will be imperceptible to neutral impacts on terrestrial ecology. 

9.2 FRESH WATER ENVIRONMENT 

There will be no impacts on freshwater ecology during the operational phase of the development.  

The proposed route traverses two streams and one short estuarine crossing of a river known locally as 
the Leenamore River. These watercourses are of low to moderate ecological importance and low 
fisheries value.  During construction of these crossings, there is potential for temporary disruption to 
these habitats with the release of suspended solids and contaminants.  However, measures will be put 
in place to minimise these impacts.  Although the risk from suspended solids will be considerably 
reduced by mitigation, there is likely to be some silt deposition.  However, such impacts will be 
temporary, lasting no more than one year or less in most cases. Mitigation measures will include the 
use of specialised construction methods and the implementation of measures to control sediment.   

Sruwaddacon Bay is an important migratory route for Atlantic salmon, which are also an EU Annex II 
species (EU Habitats Directive).  In the event that works are required within the Bay, mitigation 
measures including the upstream monitoring of young salmon will be put in place to minimise potential 
impacts.  Such works will only be undertaken once agreed with the North Western Regional Fisheries 
Board and the National Parks and Wildlife Services. 

9.3 MARINE/ESTUARINE ENVIRONMENT 

Sruwaddacon Bay is a dynamic ecosystem providing a transitional zone between the freshwater flow 
and the fully marine environment of Broadhaven Bay.   

There will be no impacts on the marine/estuarine environment during the operational phase of the 
development.  

It is proposed to micro tunnel underneath the bay thereby minimising surface disturbance.  In the 
event of a problem arising there may be a requirement for a temporary intervention pit.  This has the 
potential to cause limited spatial impact to the immediate and adjacent habitats. Both flora and fauna, 
water quality and sediment stability have the potential to be negatively impacted by the construction 
process.  

In the event of a temporary intervention pit being needed, the area of habitat disturbance will be kept 
to a minimum during construction and all construction methods will be agreed in advance with the 
North Western Regional Fisheries Board and the National Parks & Wildlife Service to ensure 
disturbance to resident and over-wintering birds and the migration of salmonids is minimised.  
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Sruwaddacon Bay looking east/southeast. 

9.4 SOILS, GEOLOGY, HYDROLOGY AND HYDROGEOLOGY 

This area of Mayo is underlain by the oldest sandstone rocks in Ireland, and Europe.  The dominant 
subsoil in the area is peat.  A small amount of till derived from windblown sands is present, at the 
western edge of Sruwaddacon Bay and to the north of the bay, near the coast.  Along the river valleys, 
alluvial deposits comprising mixed granular material (sand to boulder sized particles) are present. The 
proposed development will lie mostly within soils/subsoils or within peat.  The bedrock geology will 
influence installation of the proposed pipeline route at the two Sruwaddacon Bay crossings only.  
There will be no impacts on soils, geology, hydrology (including eco-hydrology), hydrogeology 
(including eco-hydrogeology), during the operational phase of the development.  

During construction, potential impact on soils, geology, hydrology and hydrogeology include accidental 
spillage of contaminants, weakening of peat structure and/or change in peat depth due to excavation 
and storage of peat material, disturbance of natural hydrology and increased silt content in water 
courses as a result of emplacement of road sub-base and site traffic. Mitigation measures will be put in 
place to avoid or minimise these potential impacts.  These include specialised construction 
methodologies, removal of the top living layer of the bog prior to works and the careful reinstatement 
of the area once construction is completed. 
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10 ARCHAEOLOGY, ARCHITECTURAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE 

No recorded archaeological monuments or protected structures will be directly impacted by the 
proposed development.  A number of sites of archaeological potential were identified, which will 
require specific mitigation measures during construction if deemed of archaeological interest.  In 
addition the proposed route passes through various landscapes that may possess a ‘hidden’ 
archaeological potential given the terrain. These include watercourse crossings such as the 
Sruwaddacon Bay and the Leenamore River crossings.  

A mitigation strategy using methods of probing, archaeological centreline testing, palaeo-
environmental analysis and archaeological monitoring will ensure that any features of an 
archaeological, architectural or cultural heritage nature that may be revealed and impacted upon by 
construction are identified, recorded and fully resolved at the pre-construction and construction stage. 
Such methods will be subject to the approval of the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local 
Government. 
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11 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

Cumulative impacts can result from individually minor but collectively significant actions taking place 
over the same period of time, and/or within the same geographical area.  The following elements, 
which have the potential to contribute to cumulative impacts, were addressed as part of the cumulative 
impact assessment for the proposed development: 

1. Corrib Gas Project, which consists of the following elements in addition to the proposed 
Onshore Gas Pipeline considered in this EIS: 

a. Offshore gas field development including seabed installations and offshore pipeline 
(works ongoing and expected to be completed in Summer 2009 and Summer 2010) 

b. Gas Terminal at Béal an Átha Buí (Bellanaboy)(Construction ongoing 2006-2009) 

c. An Srath Mór (Srahmore) Peat Deposition Site (Deposition from Terminal completed 
in 2007) 

d. An Srath Mór (Srahmore) Peat Deposition Site (Deposition from onshore pipeline) 

2. BGE Mayo to Galway pipeline (Constructed 2005 – 2006 and final tie-in to Gas Terminal 
2009) 

Cumulative impacts were then assessed at a national and local/regional scale.   

At a national level, the impacts of the Corrib Gas Field Development have been considered in the 
context of effects on the national economy and compliance with national policy. 

The Goodbody Report (2007)2 identifies that the Corrib Natural Gas Field Development will contribute 
over €3bn to Ireland’s GDP over its lifespan, supplying approximately 60% of the country’s natural gas 
needs at peak production. The gas field is estimated to yield approximately one trillion cubic feet of 
natural gas over an operating life of 15 to 20 years. 

The Corrib Gas Project supports Ireland’s proposed national strategic fuel switch from solid fuel and oil 
to natural gas and renewables and so contributes to Ireland’s target to limit national greenhouse gas 
emissions while ensuring security of energy supply.  A national fuel switch from oil and coal towards 
gas is also likely to result in lower levels of oxides of nitrogen and sulphur (NOx and SOx) nationally. 

The Corrib Gas Field Development will make a significant contribution to national energy policy by 
moderating Ireland’s dependence on imported energy.  It will also provide stable and economic energy 
supplies, enhancing the sustainability of existing industry in the Border Midlands Western Region. 

As well as providing natural gas for homes in the region, the Corrib Gas Field Development will make 
the North West a more attractive investment destination. Potential investors will be attracted by the 
availability of natural gas as a reliable source of energy. In addition, the availability of natural gas may 
lead to electricity generation in the area, which could improve the reliability of electricity supplies. As 
well as being a benefit for the residents of the area, this is in line with the national need to promote 
balanced regional development. 

At a local and regional level, impacts of the Corrib Gas Field Development have been considered in 
the context of effects on the human and natural environment and cultural heritage.  The main impacts 
from each of the individual elements of the development have been assessed for their potential to 
interact with each other.  The cumulative assessment concluded that impacts arising from the 
operation of each element of the Corrib Field Development will not give rise to cumulative impacts on 
the human and natural environment. This is because the Terminal is the only element which requires 

                                                     

2
Economic Assessment of the Corrib Gas Project.  Goodbody Economic Consultants.  November 2007
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operational activities with the potential for impact.  Although the combined impacts during the 
completion of the construction of the Terminal, and the construction of the Onshore Pipeline and peat 
deposition will give rise to the potential for cumulative impacts, these will be temporary in nature and 
will in general only impact on environmental resources on a local basis.  Such impact will be minimised 
with the implementation of the aforementioned mitigation measures.  The assessment also concluded 
that there will be a positive cumulative impact on local employment.   
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12 SUMMARY 

The Environmental Impact Statement has examined the proposal to construct the Corrib Onshore 
Pipeline from Gleann an Ghad (Glengad) to the Gas Terminal.  The development also includes the 
construction of a landfall valve installation at Gleann an Ghad (Glengad).  This project is deemed to be 
of national strategic importance.  

Where environmental impacts are identified, measures have been proposed to minimise these 
wherever possible.  The principal mitigation measures are: 

 Identification of a modified route that best satisfies the criteria informed by local consultation in 
terms of proximity to housing and environmental concerns; 

 Minimising potential disturbance to environmentally sensitive habitats; 

 Implementation of mitigation and control measures during construction and operation to 
minimise the risk of environmental pollution. 

Having conducted the environmental impact studies, the results of which are described in detail within 
the EIS, RPS has concluded that the proposed Corrib Onshore Gas Pipeline will not have a significant 
impact on the human and natural environments or on the cultural heritage of the area. 
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GLOSSARY 

Explanations of some of the main terms used in this report are provided in the glossary below.  The 
definitions herein are not to be taken as comprehensive, but solely as an aid to the non-technical 
reader. 

Bar A unit of pressure.  (Atmospheric pressure varies but is approximately 1Bar). 

Compulsory 
Acquisition Order 
(CAO)

A means whereby authorised bodies can acquire a parcel of land, subject to a public 
enquiry if objections are lodged.  This legislative instrument is provided for under Gas 
Act.  Under the strategic Infrastructure Act, the power to grant a Compulsory 
Acquisition Order was transferred to An Bord Pleanála. 

Ecosystem A community of living things and the environment in which they live. 

Ecohydrology 
(Ecohydrogeology) 

The assessment of ecohydrology (ecohydrogeology) identifies and describes 
the hydrologic mechanisms (such as water source, flow pathway and 
chemistry) that underlie ecological patterns and processes e.g. the hydrology 
that sustains the active living layers of blanket bog. 

EMP Environmental Management Plan. 

Habitat The dwelling place of a species or community, providing a particular set of 
environmental conditions (e.g. forest floor). 

Intervention Pit  A pit that may be constructed at some point on a trenchless crossing i.e. between 
launch pit and reception pit in order to perform works from the surface, if there is a 
need to remove an obstruction.  In this instance, an intervention pit will be 
approximately 11m x 12m and will be constructed using steel sheet piles placed into 
the ground side by side (or using another similar system).   

Landfall The point on the coastline where an offshore pipeline comes ashore. 

LVI Landfall Valve Installation. 

Migratory Used of animals that move seasonally: migratory birds and fish. 

Mitigation Measures Mitigation measures suggest ways to avoid or lessen the negative impact/effects of a 
project on the environment. 

NOx Oxides of Nitrogen. 

Protected Views The protected views are identified as “Highly Scenic or Scenic Views” in the County 
Development Plan. 

Ramsar Site An area identified under the internationally agreed Convention on Wetlands of 
International Importance, especially as waterfowl sites. 

Salmonids  Members of the fish family ‘Salmonidae’, including salmon, trout and chars. 

Scenic Route Scenic routes indicate public roads from which views and prospects of areas of natural 
beauty and interest can be enjoyed. Sightseeing visitors are more likely to be 
concentrated along these routes. 

SOx Oxides of Sulphur. 

Special Areas of 
Conservation 

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) are protected under the European Union (EU) 
Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC), as implemented in Ireland by the European 
Communities (Natural Habitats) Regulations, 1997.  Where areas are proposed for this 
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status they are described as being candidates for this status (cSACs). 

Special Protection 
Area

Special Protection Areas (SPAs) are protected under the EU Habitats Directive, which 
complements EU Directive 79/409/EEC, The Directive on the Conservation of Wild 
Birds (‘The Birds Directive’), under which the SPAs were initially established. 

Stakeholder Refers to any individual or organisation that has an interest in a project. Examples of 
stakeholders include: landowners, members of the public, statutory bodies and non 
government organisations.  

Statutory body Government department or public / state company.  For example An Bord Pleanála and 
Bord Gáis are statutory bodies.   

Terminal The plant where the Corrib gas will be separated from any associated liquids to meet 
Bord Gáis transmission specifications. 

Trenchless 
Construction 

A method of pipeline construction that avoids extensive surface excavation (open cut 
approach).  Trenchless construction or tunnelling involves progressive sub-surface 
excavation within rock or soil layers and is typically used to install linear services 
beneath features such as rivers. 

Turves Sections of the natural vegetated ground surface that are removed intact and placed to 
one side during construction.  Turves are replaced during reinstatement of the area.  
Turves may be approximately 1m x 2m x 0.5m deep.  

Umbilical A ‘bundle’ of electrical and hydraulic control lines and chemical transportation lines 
used to control and monitor the subsea facilities from the Gas Processing Terminal and 
supply methanol and other chemicals to the manifold and wellheads.  The bundle is 
encased in a protective sheath. 

Vertebrates Animals with backbones. 

Wayleave Permanent Wayleave 
The defined strip of land along the pipeline to which the developer needs access during 
the entire life of a pipeline for safe operation and maintenance purposes.  Excavation or 
building within the permanent wayleave is not permitted.  Deeds of Easement are 
agreed with relevant landowners to record this permanent wayleave.  

Temporary working 
area

The area along the pipeline which is temporarily used by the developer to facilitate 
construction.  The temporary working area is larger than the permanent wayleave. Also 
referred to as (working / pipeline) spread. 




