Erris Residents visit Dutch gas facilities – November 2007

Narrator: In October 2007 a group from Bellanaboy and Rossport, County Mayo, travelled to Holland to look at the similarities between the Corrib Project and some of the NAM many gas facilities in Northern Holland. A few weeks later two more visitors from Erris also travelled to the region to gage the impact of the industry on the environment, local community in Holland but particularly local farmers and to get their reaction. The NAM, which is the largest gas producing company in Holland, is a joint venture company between Exxon Mobil and Shell. Employing 1,800 people, the NAM headquarters are located in the northern Dutch city of Assen. 

Reinier Treu (Communications Manager, NAM): Ok welcome gentlemen to the NAM. In the next couple of days you will be visiting some locations and pipelines and I am happy to give you an overview of what we are. We are by far the largest gas producer in The Netherlands. Our annual production is about 55 billion cubic metres of gas per annum. We have around 100 gas fields, most of them onshore, on land, and about 20-25 of those gas fields are offshore. And we have about 10 very large gas production plants and dozens of smaller production plants where gas is produced but not treated and you will see lot of them in the coming days. 

Kor Keller (Control Room Supervisor, NAM): What you see here is the whole infrastructure of the whole gas of the Netherlands

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): And there are many pipes obviously they are in the one trench.

Kor Keller (Control Room Supervisor, NAM): Here and this one trench here, so west of Bork, it’s a little town. So all the pipes going on both sides from that village so you have here one, two, three, four, five, six, seven, eight pipelines…

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): In one trench.

Kor Keller (Control Room Supervisor, NAM): In one trench.

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): Can you shut this off here 

Kor Keller (Control Room Supervisor, NAM): Yes 

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): to England and Scotland 

Kor Keller (Control Room Supervisor, NAM): Yes

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): If Ireland were to beat Holland in the World Cup match, would Holland cut off the gas supply?

People laughing and saying yes 

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): They said yes, but only for one day.

Narrator: The Anjum Plant is a medium-size gas processing terminal, which is similar in scale and capacity to the Bellanaboy facility being built in County Mayo. The plant at Anjum processes raw gas from a reservoir located directly underneath the plant. As well as from smaller satellite facilities like Moddergat which pipes the raw gas from other reservoirs located offshore. 

Jacob Halma (Head of Operations Northern Area, NAM): Welcome here. My name is Jacob Halma. I am Head Area Operations and of the smaller fields of the northern of The Netherlands which contain about 35 reservoirs, about 20 gas treatment plants and an area of 200 kilometres from east to west and 100 kilometres from north to south. Here we have an Ariel photo of the plant. Here you see the location and the area with farm houses. Here there is the harbour with the leisure boats, yachts in it. Here is a new built village fields. I’d like to show you the location. What you see here is the pipeline coming from Moddergat and the remote location where the gas is coming from. The main process of the gas treating is from physical point of view very simple. It comes out from the ground here and goes via that pipe into that large vessel what is so called slug catcher. The main treating process of this plant is the separation of gas and liquids. Liquids areThere are two kind of products and one is water and one is hydrocarbon product, something like fuel, diesel-oil or it’s between diesel and petrol. And that’s what we call the cleaning process of the raw gas.

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): Are you telling me that there are 4 gas wells under us here, where we are standing here?
Jacob Halma (Head of Operations Northern Area, NAM): Yes. And the total capacity of this plant is about 10 million cubic metres a day what is almost the same I think of the the Corrib Gas.

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): About that…

Padraig McGrath (Rossport): Is the plant working at full capacity at the moment? Because it sounds very quiet…

Jacob Halma (Head of Operations Northern Area, NAM): It is working at a capacity of 5.5 million cubes a day, what is not the full capacity, the designed capacity is 10 million cubes a day. But even at designed capacity, it doesn’t make more noise than you hear. 

Padraig McGrath (Rossport): Yes because I thought maybe that you might have switched the noise down specifically for us today.

Jacob Halma (Head of Operations Northern Area, NAM): Our customers wouldn’t not appreciate that! Because it’s cold.

Padraig McGrath (Rossport): Yes, it’s very quiet

Jacob Halma (Head of Operations Northern Area, NAM): But you see, that holiday field there was built two years ago and this plant has built eight years ago, so it’s built very near to this plant. If this plant would have made a lot of noise, no one would have built the holiday field so close to the plant.

Narrator: The prestigious Esonstad holiday village was opened just two years ago, long after the gas treatment plant at Anjum was operational. The next phase of this tourist development will see a golf course and a camping site being located in the fields between the holiday village and the nearby gas processing terminal. 

Henk and Els Sloots (Home owner – Esonstad Holiday Village): It’s a new village. It’s opened in 2005. And it’s being rented to everybody interested in staying here for a week or two weeks or whatever. We are born near Assen, that’s 50 kilometres from here. That’s where we saw the gas pipes being laid in ’64 I guess. I was 12 years-old and I am 55 now so… That’s quite sometime. And I still remember the big caterpillars in the fields with huge pipes being laid. We have grown up with it and there is not any danger… come with it.

Narrator: The picturesque coastal village of Moddergat which is located on the edge of a nature park has an onshore pressure and flow control facility, which sends untreated raw gas via a ten-kilometre onshore pipeline to the Anjum Terminal. 

Jacob Halma (Head of Operations Northern Area, NAM): What you see here is the village of Moddergat. Moddergat is an old fishermen village where in the old days they fished from the sea. And the wells start there and go into the sea vertically at a distance of 3 kilometres and horizontally at a distance of 4 kilometres. 

Padraig McGrath (Rossport): Out to sea?

Jacob Halma (Head of Operations Northern Area, NAM): Out of the sea yes. So it is produced via a well bore to the location, and the well location is over there and we go to that location now. 

Jacob Halma (Head of Operations Northern Area, NAM): What you see here is a pressure control and a flow control unit. The gas is coming at a pressure of 450 bar out of the well. The pressure in the pipeline is about 90 bar and this unit is to control the pressure. We have to safety valves: one safety valve is on surface and there is another safety valve sub-surface at a depth of 200 metres. So if something happens, here on the location or wherever, the valves will be closed automatically at 200 metres under the surface. The gas is not treated here, that means there is no separation: the only thing we do here is control the flow and control the pressure. Then there is pipeline and the two pipelines of the wells coming together there on the corner of the location, and there the pipeline goes to Anjum where we treat the gas.

Narrator: The ten-kilometre onshore pipeline from Moddergat to Anjum was laid through local farms in the area during 2006.

Jaap Botma (Local farmer): I am an arable farmer near Moddergat. On our farm we grow a special seed potato. Here you see the small ones and these are not fit for seed potatoes but we will pick out the cluts and then we’ll give them to the sheep. Further on we grow sugar beets, winter carrots, onions and cereals. So last year they organized the pipeline in this area and through my farm also. 

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): How many hectares in your farm are of pipeline?

Jaap Botma (Local farmer): The pipeline is about 4.5 to 5 hectares.

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): And when the pipe was being constructed you were not able to use it for that particular two years maybe…

Jaap Botma (Local farmer): That’s correct. One year. 

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): Oh yes right. So it’s an economic gain for you… You know… So economically is a good job.

Jaap Botma (Local farmer): What do you mean it’is a good job?

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): Moneywise

Jaap Botma (Local farmer): Yes, but in the first place I’m a farmer

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): yes, yes, yes

Jaap Botma (Local farmer): and in principle I don’t like that other people coming on to my farm and do things…

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): Oh yes, naturally…

Jaap Botma (Local farmer): but it’s well organized in The Netherlands and the loss, the damage I have has been well compensated…

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): Oh yes

Jaap Botma (Local farmer): by the NAM.

Padraig McGrath (Rossport): And what type of gas… Raw gas goes through these pipes…

Jaap Botma (Local farmer): Yes, it’s raw gas, it’s transported to Anjum where it get treatment

Padraig McGrath (Rossport): And how far would it be from here?

Jaap Botma (Local farmer): I think it’s about 10 kilometres from Moddergat to Anjum.

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): Do find that the countryside around you is changing a little bit or farming practices are changing?

Jaap Botma (Local farmer): Because of the pipeline? 

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): Yes.

Jaap Botma (Local farmer): No. 

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): No.

Jaap Botma (Local farmer): Not at all.

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): Not at all.

Jaap Botma (Local farmer): No. Not at all. When you don’t know where the pipeline is after… Nearly one year you don’t see it in the field.

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): Yes.

Jaap Botma (Local farmer): You have to know.

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): It’s just that you have to be careful if you are digging later with a big machine.

Jaap Botma (Local farmer): Of course. Of course when you are digging deep… But we have a system in The Netherlands, it’s called “click”. So when you want to dig or when you want to make drainage. You can call that organization and they give you maps of all lines: electric, gas and so on.

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): All the services.

Jaap Botma (Local farmer): All the services so you know exactly what’s in your soil.

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): Excellent yes.

Jaap Botma (Local farmer): And over here, where you see the yellow sign, it’s where the pipe has been laid last year. And it’s coming from over there close to that windmill.

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): So coming right through here. 

Narrator: In The Netherlands there are thousands of kilometres of gas pipelines carrying raw and process gas from the gas fields to processing terminals and then on to gas customers at home and abroad. The pipes are prepared and welded above ground and then laid in a trench one and a half metres below ground throughout this agricultural area. 

Lambert Wolf (Pipeline Engineer, NAM): We have just made a weld, completed a weld, and we are now building a new pipe. For the second weld, for the other weld.

Padraig McGrath (Rossport): How do you lay in the pipe? Or where it has been laid?

Lambert Wolf (Pipeline Engineer, NAM): The trench is… You see over there that little wooden stick with the red top on it? That’s the centre of the pipeline. The pipeline comes on a soil cover of 1.5 metres, so you never see it back. And the farmers can do normal work on the pipeline trench just say without any problem: even deep drainage of the pipe, dewatering of your land. It’s no problem when you lay it on 1.20 or 1.30 metres, so you won’t see the pipe, never again.

Padraig McGrath (Rossport): When you lay the pipe here, how close are the houses to the pipeline route?

Lambert Wolf (Pipeline Engineer, NAM): It’s depending on the pipeline diameter and the pressure of the pipeline… In some ways we have to get to 50 metres from a farm or from a village. In other ways we can go to 5 metres.

Narrator: Once the pipe has been laid on the ground, the trench is backfield, the farmland is restored to its original state. Local farmers are used to dealing with the practical issues which arise from the laying of pipes throughout their land. 

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): In the wayleave that the farmer gives you… How wide is the wayleave?

Janny Teunissen (Agricultural Liason Office, NAM): 35

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): 35 metres

Janny Teunissen (Agricultural Liason Office, NAM): Yes. Yes.

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): And are the people living in this house here?

Janny Teunissen (Agricultural Liason Office, NAM): Yes. There’s a family, yes.

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): And 50 metres.

Janny Teunissen (Agricultural Liason Office, NAM): Yes, some 50 metres. The red bottom, picket… That’s the middle of the pipeline so it’s…

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): 40 metres.

Janny Teunissen (Agricultural Liason Office, NAM): Yes. Nearby, lots of houses.

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): Closer?

Janny Teunissen (Agricultural Liason Office, NAM): Yes, much closer. It may be 5 metres.

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): Yes. 5 metres…

Janny Teunissen (Agricultural Liason Office, NAM): Yes.

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): Are you happy that your land is disturbed during the construction of the pipeline for one season?

Arend Huisman (Local farmer) – Translated by Jenny Teunissen: Happy is a great word. So he’s not dancing on his ground but if it is going back as it was and if the soil will come above and it’s cleaned up… There’s no problem for him. He can use it as usual.

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): Ok.

Janny Teunissen (Agricultural Liason Office, NAM): And there’s the same quality as there was.

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): Yes.

Narrator: The mayor of the local area has served all of this public life in this gas-producing region. 

Roel Cazemier (Mayor of Dongeradeel): Welcome here in Dugann, one of the eleven cities of the province of Friesland. This… Our community is what The Côte d’Or is for the Bordeaux wine.

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): Yes.

Roel Cazemier (Mayor of Dongeradeel): For the French claret this country is for the seed potato. So farmers are very gaffled with their land. They need their land to grow this seed potatoes and when NAM came by to ask whether it was allowed to put a pipeline through this land, people were very critical but they now have the experience that it can be done in a very good way and they won’t have any harm from it. For our region, of course we have the employment from the maintenance of the gas systems and farmers get money from renting their lands to the gas company.

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): Yes. Did you have people who protested against the decision to harness this natural resource gas?

Roel Cazemier (Mayor of Dongeradeel): Yes, there was a lot of protest but it was very peculiar that the majority of the protest came from out of this region. People who are on a distance, living in Amsterdam or in The Hague were very much concerned over the fact that whether the  village

was damaged or not. People who live nearby this village were not that concerned for they had confidence that…

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): It could have done properly.

Roel Cazemier (Mayor of Dongeradeel): That it can be done properly. We had some experience with harnessing gas in the last decades. 

Paddy Cosgrove (Cloontakilla): Are you satisfied on behalf of your community that the safety aspects of this development were properly catered for during the development and during the use of the gas?

Roel Cazemier (Mayor of Dongeradeel): Oh this never has been a big issue in our community. We have experience with using gas for heating houses etc. for four decades now and the fact that gas has been transported, is transported, through our soil is not a point of discussion: people are not concerned about it at all. The safety record of NAM, the company that operates here, is very high and the state of Holland, The Netherlands, they keep a close watch on how they operate, so it is no concern at all.

Henk and Els Sloots (Home owner – Esonstad Holiday Village): Economically it has been very important and still is very important for Holland yes. We are living on and with the natural gas yes, and that’s a good thing.

